Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SYDNEY 005 11 070158Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 OMB-01 HA-05 /079 W 

000072 070542Z/20 

R 070045Z MAR 78 
FM AMCONSUL SYDNEY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8216 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SYDNEY 05 1 1 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, AS, YO 

SUBJ: LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER EROM CROATIAN 
INTERCOMMITTEE COUNCIL FOR N.S.W. 

REF: 77 SYDNEY 1482 

1 . A FOUR-MAN DELEGATION FROM THE CROATIAN INTERCOMMITTEE 
COUNCIL FOR N.S.W. CALLED AT THE CONSULATE GENERAL THIS 
MORNING AND PRESENTED ME WITH A LETTER ADDRESSED TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER WHICH PROTESTS THE CURRENT VISIT OF PRESIDENT 
TITO TO WASHINGTON. AFTER REVIEWING TITO'S ALLEGED 
ATROCITIES DIRECTED AT CROATIANS, THE LETTER STATES: 

QUOTE: CROATIAN PEOPLE IN AUSTRALIA ARE BITTERLY ANGERED 
AND GRIEVOUSLY PROTEST AGAINST THIS PROVOCATIVE ACTION 
ON BEHALE OF THE UNITED STATES AND WISH TO REITERATE 
THEIR STANDING DEMANDS EXPRESSED IN A LETTER TO 
YOURSELE DATED THE 1ST OF JULY 1977 (SEE REFTEL). END QUOTE. 

THE LETTER GOES ON TO MAKE THE EOLLOWING THREE DEMANDS: 
BEGIN QUOTE 

"1. THAT ALL POSSIBLE MEANS OE ASSISTANCE FROM UNITED STATES 
TO YUGOSLAVIA BE CEASED IMMEDIATELY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SYDNEY 005 11 070158Z 


"2. THAT ALL NECESSARY STEPS BE TAKEN TO DISSOLVE 
YUGOSLAVIA PEACEFULLY, IN ORDER TO AVOID AN UNNECESSARY 
CONFRONTATION OF CATASTROPHIC PROPORTIONS. 

"3. THAT ALL NATIONS INCLUDING THE CROATS, PRESENTLY 
IMPRISONED WITHIN YUGOSLAVIA, BE GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY 
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TO ESTABLISH THEIR SOVEREIGN STATES ACCORDING TO THEIR 
ETHNIC AND HISTORIC TERRITORIES." END QUOTE. LETTER IS 
SIGNED BY I. BUTKOVIC, R. AVDIC, I. JURIC, E. LOVOKOVIC. 

2. THE ACTUAL INTERVIEW WITH THE EOUR VISITORS WAS 
EAR MORE AMIABLE IN TONE THAN THE LETTER WOULD 
INDICATE. THEY EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
CIVIL RIGHTS POLICY AND SAID THAT IT HAD RESULTED IN 

THE RELEASE OE SOME CROATIAN ACTIVISTS EROM YUGOSLAV 
JAILS BEEORE THE BELGRADE CONEERENCE CONVENED. THE FOUR 
VISITORS WERE ADAMANT IN INSISTING THAT THE EVENTUAL 
DISSOLUTION OF YUGOSLAVIA WAS INEVITABLE AND IN THE 
BEST INTERESTS OE ALL THE NATIONALITIES IN THAT STATE. 

WE ASSURED THEM THAT THE SUPPORT OP THE UNITED STATES POR 
CIVIL RIGHTS EVERYWHERE IN THE WORLD WOULD CONTINUE AND 
INTENSIFY BUT REFRAINED PROM COMMENTING ON THEIR AMBITIONS 
POR CROATIAN AUTONOMY. 

3. COMMENT: THIS GROUP IS WITH ONE EXCEPTION THE SAME 
AS THAT WHICH CALLED ON THE CONSULATE GENERAL LAST 
YEAR AND SEEMS TO REPRESENT THE MORE REEPONSIBLE 
AND NON-VIOLENT ELEMENTS IN THE CROATIAN COMMUNITY. 

SO PAR, THERE HAS BEEN NO DEMONSTRATION OUTSIDE THE 
CONSULATE. THE PULL TEXT OF THE GROUP'S PETITION 

IS BEING PORWARDED TO EA/ANP POR APPROPRIATE ACTION. 

DAVIS 
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